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Emergencies 
 
1.  Contact the Corps to determine any permitting requirements. 

 The roster for PMs and their assignments periodically changes.  The latest 
contact  information can also be found on our web site
 www.nws.usace.army.mil/reg.html 
 

 NOTE:  Sometimes nws02 needs to be added in front of usace in the email addresses 
 
 Muffy Walker – Branch Chief – (206) 764-6915 (day) / 206 -200 - 9954 (off hours) 
  michelle.walker@usace.army.mil 
 
 North Application Review Section 

Kathy Kunz – Section Chief – (206)764-3708(day)/ (206) 412- 7077(off hours) 
kathleen.s.kunz@usace.army.mil- 

 
Ann Uhrich – Special projects – (206) 764-6748 (day)  
 ann.r.uhrich@usace.army.mil 
 
Susan Glenn – Snohomish & King County WRDA – (206) 764-6904 (day) 
 susan.s.glenn@usace.army.mil 
 
Rozwin Liera – San Juan – (206) 764-6901(day) 
 rozwin.k.liera@usace.army.mil 
 
Randel Perry – Skagit/Whatcom – (206) 764-6985 (day) 
 randel.j.perry@usace.army.mil 
 
Sue Powell – Island/NE King – (206) 764-5527 (day) 
 susan.m.powell@usace.army.mil 
 
Sarah Rahman – SE King – (206) 764-5526 (day) 
 annie.s.rahman@usace.army.mil 
 
Suzanne Skadowski – W King/City of Seattle WRDA – (206) 764-6984 (day) 
 suzanne.a.skadowski@usace.army.mil 
 
Jonathan Smith – Special Assignment – (206) 764-6910 (day) 

  jonathan.smith@usace.army.mil 
 

 
South Application Review Section 
Beth Coffey – Section chief – (206) 764-6747 (day) / (253)686-9488 (off hours) 

  frances.e.coffey@usace.army.mil 
 
Jim Green – Kitsap/Grays Harbor/Thurston – (206) 764-6906 (day) 
 james.d.green@usace.army.mil 
 
Olivia Romano –FERC/Special Assignment/Lewis – (206) 764-6960 (day) 
 olivia.h.romano@usace.army.mil 
 
Ron Wilcox – Pacific/Pierce – (206) 766-6439 (day) 
 ronald.j.wilcox@usace.army.mil 
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Jessie Winkler – Port Seattle/Tacoma WRDA/– (206) 764-5528 (day) 
 jessica.g.winkler@usace.army.mil 
 
Koko Cronin - Jefferson/Clallam/Navy/Mason– (206)764 –6878 (day) 

koko.z.cronin@usace.army.mil 
 
WSDOT Liaisons 
Jack Kennedy – NW & Olympic Regions/WSF/MAPT team – (206) 764-6907 (day) 
 jack.kennedy@nws02.usace.army.mil 

 
 Sandy Manning – Olympic Region – (206) 764-6911 (day) 
  sandra.l.manning@usace.army.mil 
   
 
 Enforcement Section and Field Offices 
 Tim Erkel – Adams/Asotin/Benton/Columbia/Ferry/Franklin/Garfield/Lincoln/Pend Oreille 

       Spokane/Stevens/Walla Walla/Whitman 
  (509) 238-4570 / (509) 238-4561 fax 
  tim.r.erkel@usace.army.mil 
 
 Debbie Knaub – Chelan/Douglas/Grant/Okanogan 

(509) 682-7010 / (509) 682-7710 fax 
  deborah.j.knaub@uace.army.mil 
 
 Ron Klump – Clark/Klickitat/Skamania 
  (360) 750-9046 / (360) 750-9307 fax 
  ron.klump@usace.army.mil 
 
 David Martin – Wahkiakum/Cowlitz (government) 
  (360) 694-1171 / (360) 750-9307 fax 
  david.j.martin@usace.army.mil 
 
 Jason Lehto – Yakima/Kittitas - (206)764-6912 

jason.a.lehto@usace.army.mil 
 
Brad Murphy– Clark/ Cowlitz (non government) 

  (360) 906-7274 / (360) 750-9307 fax 
  Bradley.j.murphy@usace.army.mil 
 

•  Make sure you make a good faith effort to contact the Corps’ Regulatory Branch before 
proceeding with work, i.e., at least leave a voice mail and fax, the fax number for 
everyone located in the main office in Seattle is (206) 764-6602, whatever information 
you have available.  If a permit is required and no contact was made, we could consider 
the work a knowing and willful violation. 

 
2.  Information to give the Corps – if you are unable to speak with someone directly, leave as 
much of the following information on voice mail and follow up with more details as soon as 
possible. 

•  Where the work is located (highway, river mile, nearest waterbody, nearest city, etc.) 
•  What work is being performed (replacement of lost riprap, bank protection, replacement 

of lost uplands, any large woody debris being placed, cleaning of a culvert, etc.) 
•  Include a discussion (amounts, location, etc.) of any temporary fill/work and when the 

material will be removed and how the area will be restored. 
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•  How the work is being performed (clean excavation with backhoe, pushing of material 
with bulldozer, blasting out the culvert with water, etc.) 

•  If any of the proposed work is in wetlands or below the plane of ordinary high water 
(freshwater) or below the plane of mean higher high or mean high water (tidal) 

•  Relationship of the proposed work to previously existing structures (replacing what 
previously existed or adding different structures, etc). 

•  Photos, if available, can often be very helpful 
•  Anything else that could help us to determine what is being proposed (reference 

previously issued permits for work at the site) 
•  Include what coordination with the NMFS/USFW (Services) for ESA/EFH has occurred. 

 
3.  Based on the information provided, the Corps will need to determine: 

a. If the work will be replacing lost uplands after a catastrophic event– a Corps permit is 
required 

 
Specifically, the Corps has jurisdiction over any activity involving the placement 
of fill material waterward of the current ordinary high water mark and in any water 
of the U.S.  Thus, under current Corps regulations and policy, uplands that are 
lost as a result of storm, flood, or other discrete event may not be replaced 
without first contacting the Corps for a DA permit determination. 
 

b. If the work will be replacing lost structures or structural fill, e.g., riprap, road fill, etc. AND 
the work is only in Section 404 jurisdiction and the work is completed within 2 years of 
the unusual erosion event – exemption (323.4(a)(2)) may apply: 

 
Maintenance, including emergency reconstruction of recently damaged 
parts, of currently serviceable structures such as dikes, dams, levees, 
groins, riprap, breakwaters, causeways, bridge abutments or approaches, 
and transportation structures. Maintenance does not include any 
modification that changes the character, scope, or size of the original fill 
design. Emergency reconstruction must occur within a reasonable period 
of time after damage occurs in order to qualify for this exemption. 
 

 The interpretation for “such as” is very narrow.  If the structure being maintained is 
not one of those listed, the exemption does not cover the work. 

 
c. If the work can be authorized by a NWP – fax PCN, issue the NWP 

 We need to make sure coordination with SHPO, Services, Wild and Scenic Rivers 
agency, etc. is completed or they, in writing, have agreed to after-the-fact 
consultation 

 
d. If the work would require an individual permit, the Corps must follow the emergency 

procedures in 325.2(e)(4) including required coordination prior to work being performed 
in water of the U.S., with Northwest Division at Portland. 

 
Division engineers are authorized to approve special processing 
procedures in emergency situations. An “emergency” is a situation which 
would result in an unacceptable hazard to life, a significant loss of 
property, or an immediate, unforeseen, and significant economic hardship 
if corrective action requiring a permit is not undertaken within a time 
period less than the normal time needed to process the application under 
standard procedures. In emergency situations, the district engineer will 
explain the circumstances and recommend special procedures to the 
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division engineer who will instruct the district engineer as to further 
processing of the application. Even in an emergency situation, 
reasonable efforts will be made to receive comments from 
interested Federal, state, and local agencies and the affected public. 
Also, notice of any special procedures authorized and their rationale is to 
be appropriately published as soon as practicable. 
 

 We need to make sure coordination with SHPO, Services, Wild and Scenic Rivers 
agency, etc. is completed or they, in writing, have agreed to after-the-fact 
consultation 


